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CIRCULAR. 


Citizens  of  Massachusetts — 

The  deed  is  done.  Below,  you  will  find  a 
resolution  adopted  by  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States,  on  the  21st  of 
December,  inst.  That  tried  and  fearless  de- 
fender of  the  right  of  petition,  Hon.  J.  Q. 
Adams,  attempted  to  remonstrate  against  its 
adoption,  but  was  gagged  by  the  'previous  ques- 
tion ! As  the  only  thing  he  could  do,  when 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  he  rose  in  his 
place,  and  amid  clamorous  cries  of  ‘ order,’  de- 
signed to  silence  him,  or  drown  his  voice,  he 
exclaimed,  ‘ I consider  this  resolution  a viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States — 
of  the  right  of  my  constituents  and  the  people 
of  the  United  States  to  petition — and  of  my 
right  of  freedom  of  speech  as  a member  of  this 
Housed  It  was  to  no  purpose.  Slaveholding 
arrogance  and  dictation  demanded  it,  and  strait- 
way the  gag  is  applied,  the  right  of  petition 
virtually  denied,  the  Constitution  trampled  un- 
der foot,  and  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  con- 
temned. Will  you  stand  by  the  right  of  peti- 
tion ? Then  circulate  and  sign  the  annexed 
memorials. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  House 
of  Representatives  declared  by  solemn  vote, 
that  slaves  have  not  the  right  of  petition.  By 
the  resolution  of  December  21st,  this  body  vir- 
tually declares  that  YOU  have  not  this  right. 
Are  you  slaves  ? 

Again — this  resolution  is  almost  word  for 
word  the  infamous  resolution  of  January  last. 
That  resolution  came  immediately  before  the 
Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth,  then  in  ses- 
sion, for  its  consideration  and  action.  That 
body,  by  a vote  of  378  to  16,  passed  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  : — 

‘ Resolved,  That  the  resolution  above  named  isan  assump- 
tion of  power  and  authority  at  variance  with  the  spirit  and 
intent  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  injurious 
to  the  cause  of  freedom  and  free  institutions ; that  it  does 
violence  to  the  inherent,  absolute,  and  inalienable  rights  of 
man ; and  that  it  tends  essentially  to  impair  those  fundamen- 
tal principles  ol  natural  justice  and  natural  law,  which  are 
antecedent  to  any  written  constitutions  of  government,  inde- 
pendent of  them  all,  and  essential  to  the  security  of  freedom 
in  a State. 

Resolved,  That  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress, in  maintaining  and  advocating  the  full  right  of  peti- 
tion, have  entitled  themselves  to  the  cordial  approbation  of 
the  people  of  this  Commonwealth.’ 

INobly  spoken  ! A voice,  worthy  the  free 
representatives  of  a free  people ! There  was 


but  one  defect  in  it — it  was  not  ‘ spoken  upon 
the  house-tops.’  JYo  resolution  was  passed  di- 
recting the  Executive  to  forward  the  above  to 
Congress.  Four  things,  then,  need  now  to  be 
done  : 

1.  That  the  people  respond,  promptly,  uni- 
versally, boldly,  to  the  voice  of  their  represen- 
tatives— therefore  sign  the  memorials. 

2.  That  the  response  be  uttered  on  the  house- 
tops— in  the  ear  of  Congress — therefore  sign 
memorial  No.  1. 

3.  That  the  response  break  on  the  ear  of  that 
body,  at  one  time,  as  a voice  of  thunder,  in  one 
startling  appeal.  Therefore,  circulate  and  sign 
the  memorials  at  once,  and  on  the  25th  of  Jan- 
uary, mail  them  for  Washington,  directed  to  J. 
Q.  Adams,  or  the  member  from  your  district. 
If  the  circulation  be  completed  sooner,  no  mat- 
ter: on  that  day , not  before , put  them  in  the 
mail.  If  it  be  not  then  completed,  no  matter, 
send  what  you  have,  and  the  remainder  after- 
wards. 

N.  B.  Let  adults  only  sign  the  memorials. 
Let  ladies  and  gentlemen  sign  separate  memo- 
rials. Let  the  signatures  of  the  men  in  each 
place  be  all  united  in  one  memorial ; and  the 
signatures  of  the  ladies  in  another.  Fold  each 
memorial,  and  on  the  back  of  it,  write,  in  large 
and  legible  characters,  the  name  of  the  first 
petitioner,  the  number  of  petitioners,  and  the 
place — thus — ‘Petition  of  A.  B.  and  others 
of  remonstrating  against  the 

resolution  of  December  21st,  1837.’ 

4.  The  foiffth  thing  to  be  done  is  to  -make 
the  state  legislature,  at  its  present  session,  speak 
the  same  language,  in  regard  to  the  resolution 
of  December  21st,  that  it  did,  at  its  last,  in  re- 
gard to  the  resolution  of  January  18th — and 
speak  it,  too,  in  the  ear  of  Congress.  There- 
fore circulate  and  sign  memorial  No.  2,  at 
once,  and  send  it  in  to  your  representatives  in 
the  State  Legislature,  without  delay. 

Men  and  women  of  Massachusetts,  the  work 
is  before  you — will  you  do  it  ? Or  shall  your 
apathy  and  silence  doom  you  slaves  ? The 
answer  is  with  you. 

A.  A.  PHELPS, 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  the  Mass.  A.  S.  Society. 


m tty  pjonorafcie  tty  oum  of  lUpmtutatttes  of  tije  aantte*  St uttn. 

The  undersigned  of  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 

chusetts, have  learned  with  astonishment  and  alarm,  that  your  honorable  body  did,  on  the 
21st  of  December  last,  adopt  a resolution  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

‘ Resolved,  That  all  memorials,  petitions,  and  papers,  touching  the  abolition  of  slavery,  or  the  buying,  selling,  or  trans- 
*"  fer  of  slaves  in  any  State,  territory,  or  district  of  the  United  States,  shall  the^table,  without  reading,  or  refer- 

ence, or  printing,  and  that  no  further  action  whatever  shall  be  had  thereon. 

Your  memorialists  1 consider  this  resolution  a violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States — of  the  right  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  petition — and  of  the  right  of 
their  Representatives  to  freedom  of  speech  as  members  of  your  honorable  body  : ’ They 
further  regard  it  as  an  assumption  of  authority,  at  once  dangerous  and  destructive  to  the 
fundamental  principles  of  republican  government,  to  the  rights  of  minorities,  to  the  sover- 
eignty of  the  People,  and  TO  THE  UNION  OF  THESE  UNITED  STATES  : They 
therefore  present  this  their  solemn  and  earnest  remonstrance  against  said  resolution,  and  re- 
spectfully ask  your  honorable  body  to  IMMEDIATELY  RESCIND  IT. 


2Ho  tfje  pjonoraOle  tty  Senate  antr  Jjfyoxmt 

of  ileprfsnxtattijus  of  j}&asgac!jusctt3* 

The  undersigned,  of  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 

have  learned  with  astonishment  and  alarm,  that  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  did,  on  the  21st  of  December  last,  adopt  a resolution  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

‘Resolved,  That  all  memorials,  petitions,  and  papers,  touching  the  abolition  of  slavery,  or  the  buying,  selling,  or  trans- 
fer of  slaves  in  any  State,  territory  or  district  of  the  U.  States,  shall  be  laid  on  the  table,  without  reading,  ot  reference,  or 
printing,  and  that  no  further  action  whatever  shall  be  had  thereon.’ 

Your  memorialists,  regarding  said  resolution  as  a virtual  denial  to  the  people  of  the  right 
of  petition  for  a redress  of  grievances,  a violation  of  the  true  intent  and  spirit  of  the  1st 
Article  of  the  Amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  as  an  assumption 
of  authority,  at  war  with  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  republican  government,  destruc- 
tive of  the  rights  of  the  people,  an  insult  to  their  sovereignty,  and  dangerous  to  the  Union 
of  these  States : do,  therefore,  respectfully  and  earnestly  request  your  honorable  bodies  to 
PROTEST,  without  delay,  in  the  name  of  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THIS  COMMON- 
WEALTH, against  said  resolution, — and  to  invoke  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  to  IMMEDIATELY  RESCIND  IT.  And  your  memorialists  further  ask 
that  a copy  of  said  protest  and  invocation  may  be  sent,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  each  of  the 
Senators  and  Representatives  of  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress,  to  be  by  them  laid  before 
that  body. 
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Ko  tfje  pjouoraflie  tfje  fflount  of  of  t®e  santtetr  States* 

The  undersigned  of  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 

chusetts, have  learned  with  astonishment  and  alarm,  that  your  honorable  body  did,  on  the 
21st  of  December  last,  adopt  a resolution  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 


« Resolved,  That  all  memorials,  petitions,  and  papers,  teaching  the  abolition  of  slavery,  or  the  buying,  selling,  or  trans- 
fer of  slaves  in  any  State,  territory,  or  district  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  laid  on  the  table,  without  reading,  or  refer- 
ence, or  printing,  and  that  no  further  action  whatever  shall  be  had  thereon.’ 

Your  memorialists  1 consider  this  resolution  a violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States — of  the  right  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  petition — and  of  the  right  of 
their  Representatives  to  freedom  of  speech  as  members  of  your  honorable  body  : 5 They 
further  regard  it  as  an  assumption  of  authority,  at  once  dangerous  and  destructive  to  the 
fundamental  principles  of  republican  government,  to  the  rights  of  minorities,  to  the  sover- 
eignty of  the  People,  and  TO  THE  UNION  OF  THESE  UNITED  STATES  : They 
therefore  present  this  their  solemn  and  earnest  remonstrance  against  said  resolution,  and  re- 
spectfully ask  your  honorable  body  to  IMMEDIATELY  RESCIND  IT. 


&o  tlje  honorable  tfje  Senate  a ntr  ffiount 

of  afteprmutatttos  of  j^iasMcSttsetts. 

The  undersigned,  of  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 

have  learned  with  astonishment  and  alarm,  that  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  did,  on  the  21st  of  December  last,  adopt  a resolution  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

‘Resolved,  Tliatall  memorials,  petitions,  and  papers,  touching  the  abolition  of  slavery,  or  the  buying,  selling,  or  trans- 
fer of  slaves  in  any  State,  territory  or  district  of  the  U.  States,  shall  be  laid  on  the  table,  without  reading,  or  reference,  or 
printing,  and  that  no  further  action  whatever  shall  be  had  thereon.’ 

Your  memorialists,  regarding  said  resolution  as  a virtual  denial  to  the  people  of  the  right 
of  petition  for  a redress  of  grievances,  a violation  of  the  true  intent  and  spirit  ol  the  1st 
Article  of  the  Amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  as  an  assumption 
of  authority,  at  war  with  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  republican  government,  destruc- 
tive of  the  rights  of  the  people,  an  insult  to  their  sovereignty,  and  dangerous  to  the  Union 
of  these  States : do,  therefore,  respectfully  and  earnestly  request  your  honorable  bodies  to 
PROTEST,  without  delay,  in  the  name  of  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THIS  COMMON- 
WEALTH, against  said  resolution, — and  to  invoke  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  to  IMMEDIATELY  RESCIND  IT.  And  your  memorialists  further  ask 
that  a copy  of  said  protest  and  invocation  may  be  sent,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  each  of  the 
Senators  and  Representatives  of  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress,  to  be  by  them  laid  before 
that  body. 
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States — of  the  right  of  the  people  of  the  United  tetai 
their  Representatives  to  freedom  of  speech  as  members  of  your  hondi 
further  regard  it  as  an  assumption  of  authority,  at  once  dangerous  and  destructive 
fundamental  principles  of  republican  government,  to  the  rights  of  minorities,  to  the  sover- 
eignty of  the  People,  and  TO  THE  UNION  OF  THESE  UNITED  STATES  : They 
therefore  present  this  their  solemn  and  earnest  remonstrance  against  said  resolution,  and  re- 
spectfully ask  your  honorable  body  to  IMMEDIATELY  RESCIND  IT. 


Ko  tlje  pjonorafile  tfje  Senate  autr  p^ottae 
of  a&fprfsnttatttas  of 

The  undersigned,  of  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 

have  learned  with  astonishment  and  alarm,  that  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  did,  on  the  21st  of  December  last,  adopt  a resolution  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

‘Resolved,  That  all  memorials,  petitions,  and  papers,  touching  the  abolition  of  slavery,  or  the  buying,  selling,  or  trans- 
fer of  slaves  in  any  State,  territory  or  district  of  the  U.  States,  shall  be  laid  on  the  table,  without  reading,  or  reference,  or 
printing,  and  that  no  further  action  whatever  shall  be  had  thereon.’ 

Your  memorialists,  regarding  said  resolution  as  a virtual  denial  to  the  people  of  the  right 
of  petition  for  a redress  of  grievances,  a violation  of  the  true  intent  and  spirit  of  the  1st 
Article  of  the  Amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  as  an  assumption 
of  authority,  at  war  with  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  republican  government,  destruc- 
tive of  the  rights  of  the  people,  an  insult  to  their  sovereignty,  and  dangerous  to  the  Union 
of  these  States : do,  therefore,  respectfully  and  earnestly  request  your  honorable  bodies  to 
PROTEST,  without  delay,  in  the  name  of  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THIS  COMMON- 
WEALTH, against  said  resolution, — and  to  invoke  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  to  IMMEDIATELY  RESCIND  IT.  And  your  memorialists  further  ask 
that  a copy  of  said  protest  and  invocation  may  be  sent,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  each  of  the 
Senators  and  Representatives  of  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress,  to  be  by  them  laid  before 
that  body. 
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CIRCULAR. 


Citizens  of  Massachusetts — 

The  deed  is  done.  Below,  you  will  find  a 
resolution  adopted  by  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States,  on  the  21st  of 
December,  inst.  That  tried  and  fearless  de- 
fender of  the  right  of  petition,  Hon.  J.  Q. 
Adams,  attempted  to  remonstrate  against  its 
adoption,  but  was  gagged  by  the  previous  ques- 
tion ! As  the  only  thing  he  could  do,  when 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  he  rose  in  his 
place,  and  amid  clamorous  cries  of  ‘ order,’  de- 
signed to  silence  him,  or  drown  his  voice,  he 
exclaimed,  ‘ I consider  this  resolution  a viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States — 
of  the  right  of  my  constituents  and  the  people 
of  the  United  States  to  petition — and  of  my 
right  of  freedom  of  speech  as  a member  of  this 
House.'1  It  was  to  no  purpose.  Slaveholding 
arrogance  and  dictation  demanded  it,  and  strait- 
way  the  gag  is  applied,  the  right  of  petition 
virtually  denied,  the  Constitution  trampled  un- 
der foot,  and  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  con- 
temned. Will  you  stand  by  the  right  of  peti- 
tion ? Then  circulate  and  sign  the  annexed 
memorials. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  House 
of  Representatives  declared  by  solemn  vote, 
that  slaves  J^ave  not  the  right  of  petition.  By 
the  resolution  of  December  21st,  this  body  vir- 
tually declares  that  YOU  have  not  this  right. 
Are  you  slaves  ? 

Again — this  resolution  is  almost  word  for 
word  the  infamous  resolution  of  January  last. 
That  resolution  came  immediately  before  the 
Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth,  then  in  ses- 
sion, for  its  consideration  and  action.  That 
body,  by  a vote  of  378  to  16,  passed  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  : — 

Resolved,  1 hat  the  resolution  above  named  is  an  assump- 
tion of  power  and  authority  at  variance  with  the  spirit  and 
intent  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  injurious 
to  the  cause  of  freedom  and  free  institutions  j that  it  does 
violence  to  the  inherent,  absolute,  and  inalienable  rights  of 
man ; and  that  it-tends  essentially  to  impair  those  fundamen- 
tal principles  of  natural  justice  and  natural  law,  which  are 
antecedent  to  any  written  constitutions  of  government,  inde- 
pendent of  them  all,  and  essential  to  the  security  of  freedom 
in  a State. 

Resolved,  That  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con- 
s' ess,  in  maintaining  and  advocating  the  full  right  of  peti- 
tion, have  entitled  themselves  to  the  cordial  approbation  of 
the  people  of  this  Commonwealth.’ 

Nobly  spoken  ! A voice,  worthy  the  free 
representatives  of  a free  people ! There  was 


but  one  defect  in  it — it  was  not  ‘ spoken  upon 
the  house-tops.’  No  resolution  was  passed  di- 
recting the  Executive  to  forward  the  above  to 
Congress.  Four  things,  then,  need  now  to  be 
done  : 

1.  That  the  people  respond,  promptly,  uni- 
versally, boldly,  to  the  voice  of  their  represen- 
tatives— therefore  sign  the  memorials. 

2.  That  the  response  be  uttered  on  the  house- 
tops— in  the  ear  of  Congress — therefore  sign 
memorial  No.  1. 

3.  That  the  response  break  on  the  ear  of  that 
body,  at  one  time,  as  a voice  of  thunder,  in  one 
startling  appeal.  Therefore,  circulate  and  sign 
the  memorials  at  once,  and  on  the  25th  of  Jan- 
uary, mail  them  for  Washington,  directed  to  J. 

Q.  Adams,  or  the  member  from  your  district. 

If  the  circulation  be  completed  sooner,  no  mat- 
ter: on  that  day , not  before , put  them  in  the 
mail.  If  it  be  not  then  completed,  no  matter, 
send  what  you  have,  and  the  remainder  after-  ^ 
wards. 

N.  B.  Let  adults  only  sign  the  memorials. 

Let  ladies  and  gentlemen  sign  separate  memo- 
rials. Let  the  signatures  of  the  men  in  each 
place  be  all  united  in  one  memorial ; and  the 
signatures  of  the  ladies  in  another.  Fold  each 
memorial,  and  on  the  back  of  it,  write,  in  large 
and  legible  characters,  the  name  of  the  first 
petitioner,  the  number  of  petitioners,  and  the 
place — thus — ‘ Petition  of  A.  B.  and  others 
of  remonstrating  against  the 

resolution  of  December  21st,  1837.’ 

4.  4 he  fourth  thing  to  be  done  is  to  make 
the  state  legislature,  at  its  present  session,  speak 
the  same  language,  in  regard  to  the  resolution 
of  December  21st,  that  it'did,  at  its  last,  in  re- 
gard to  the  resolution  of  January  18th — and 
speak  it,  too,  in  the  ear  of  Congress.  There-  V 
fore  circulate  and  sign  memorial  No.  2,  at  ' 
once,  and  send  it  in  to  your  representatives  in 
the  State  Legislature,  without  delay. 

Men  and  women  of  Massachusetts,  the  work 
is  before  you— will  you  do  it?  Or  shall  your 
apathy  and  silence  doom  you  slaves  ? The 
answer  is  with  you. 

A.  A.  PHELPS, 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  the  Mass.  A.  S.  Society. 
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Citizens  of  Massachusetts — 

The  deed  is  done.  Below,  you  will  find  a 
resolution  adopted  by  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States,  on  the  21st  of 
December,  inst.  That  tried  and  fearless  de- 
fender of  the  right  of  petition,  Hon.  J.  Q. 
Adams,  attempted  to  remonstrate  against  its 
adoption,  but  was  gagged  by  the  'previous  ques- 
tion ! As  the  only  thing  he  could  do,  when 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  he  rose  in  his 
place,  and  amid  clamorous  cries  of  ‘ order,’  de- 
signed to  silence  him,  or  drown  his  voice,  he 
exclaimed,  ‘ I consider  this  resolution  a viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States — 
of  the  right  of  my  constituents  and  the  people 
of  the  United  States  to  petition — and  of  my 
right  of  freedom  of  speech  as  a member  of  this 
Housed  It  was  to  no  purpose.  Slaveholding 
arrogance  and  dictation  demanded  it,  and  strait- 
way the  gag  is  applied,  the  right  of  petition 
virtually  denied,  the  Constitution  trampled  un- 
dci  foot,  and  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  con- 
temned. Will  you  stand  by  the  right  of  peti- 
tion ? Then  circulate  and  sign  the  annexed 
memorials. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  House 
of  Representatives  declared  by  solemn  vote, 
that  slaves  have  not  the  right  of  petition.  By 
the  resolution  of  December  21st,  this  body  vir- 
tually declares  that  YOU  have  not  this  right. 
Are  you  slaves  ? 

Again  -this  resolution  is  almost  word  for 
vvoid  the  infamous  resolution  of  January  last. 
That  resolution  came  immediately  before  the 
Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth,  then  in  ses- 
sion, for  its  consideration  and  action.  That 
body,  by  a vote  of  378  to  16,  passed  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  : — 

. * Resolved,  1 hat  the  resolution  above  named  is  an  assump- 
tion of  power  and  authority  at  variance  with  the  spirit  and 
intent  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  injurious 
to  the  cause  of  freedom  and  free  institutions;  that  it  does 
violence  to  the  inherent,  absolute,  and  inalienable  rights  of 
man;  and  that  it  tends  essentially  to  impair  those  fundamen- 
tal principles  of  natural  justice  and  natural  Jaw,  which  are 
antecedent  to  any  written  constitutions  of  government,  inde- 
pendent of  them  all,  and  essential  to  the  security  of  freedom 
in  a State.  J 

Resolved,  That  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress in  maintaining  and  advocating  the  full  right  of  peti- 
tion, have  entitled  themselves  to  the  cordial  approbation  of 
the  people  ot  this  Commonwealth.’ 

Nobly  spoken  ! A voice,  worthy  the  free 
representatives  of  a free  people ! There  was 


but  one  defect  in  it — it  was  not  1 spoken  upon 
the  house-tops.’  No  resolution  was  passed  di- 
recting the  Executive  to  forward  the  above  to 
Congress.  Four  things,  then,  need  now  to  be 
done  : 

1.  That  the  people  respond,  promptly,  uni- 
versally, boldly,  to  the  voice  of  their  represen- 
tatives therefore  sign  the  memorials. 

2.  That  the  response  be  uttered  on  the  house- 
tops in  the  ear  of  Congress — therefore  sign 
memorial  No.  1. 

3.  That  the  response  break  on  the  ear  of  that 
body,  at  o?ie  time,  as  a voice  of  thunder,  in  one 
startling  appeal.  Therefore,  circulate  and  sign 
the  memorials  at  once,  and  on  the  25th  of  Jan- 
uary, mail  them  for  Washington,  directed  to  J. 

■*'Q.  Adams,  or  the  member  from  your  district. 
If  the  circulation  be  completed  sooner,  no  mat- 
ter: on  that  day , not  before , put  them  in  the 
mail.  If  it  be  not  then  completed,  no  matter, 
send  what  you  have,  and  the  remainder  after- 
wards. 

N.  B.  Let  adults  only  sign  the  memorials. 
Let  ladies  and  gentlemen  sign  separate  memo- 
rials. Let  the  signatures  of  the  men  in  each 
place  be  all  united  in  one  memorial and  the 
signatuies  of  the  ladies  in  another.  Fold  each 
memorial,  and  on  the  back  of  it,  write,  in  large 
and  legible  characters,  the  name  of  the  first 
petitioner,  the  number  of  petitioners,  and  the 
place— thus— ‘ Petition  of  A.  B.  and  others 

remonstrating  against  the 
resolution  of  December  21st,  1837.’ 

4.  The  fourth  thing  to  be  done  is  to  make 
the  state  legislature,  at  its  present  session,  speak 
the  same  language,  in  regard  to  the  resolution 
of  December  21st,  that  it  did,  at  its  last,  in  re- 
gard to  the  resolution  of  January  18th — and 
speak  it,  too,  zn  the  ear  of  Congress.  There- 
fore circulate  and  sign  memorial  No.  2,  at 
once,  and  send  it  in  to  your  representatives  in 
the  State  Legislature,  without  delay. 

Men  and  women  of  Massachusetts,  the  work 
is  before  you  will  you  do  it  ? Or  shall  your 
apathy  and  silence  doom  you  slaves  ? The 
answer  is  with  you. 

A.  A.  PHELPS, 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  the  Mass.  A.  S.  Society. 


/At 


— y^cA^PLc^Ai?  f 


SX- 


/ 


1 1 ^z^  ' a%£~^ 


/£&h*y  , tAf  l£-<t*r*^>^-**~ 


/ 


C? 


Zt7x-/^ 


/ 


4sts2~  a; 


/Zl^_  A^t^nL 


AZsuC^ 


<z£^t^  a^-Aa  '¥-^^e*u 


/ 


U^Z 


y 


y^Z  <Z A & AZ  *Ce*Au*£>  Ay 

1 7^~ At*/  A&zs  c^^-c+yAts 


V 


TZv  rfr'fcXr  <yA/U^Z  , *t^  ^ , /Zz  y(^ 

7%^j  A*y~*r*Z~~  y^c^tAx^.  'ZSTx.yAZ,  Z A*Z 

^ cfoi^/ftr,  O<o^,  Ay  atu^L  a^yU^/.,  S^mAuJ 

fca/  /£^^y  Z Ay  /£^  A^AAZ/  aA'  A~<z 

/t^A vk*^^AhtS  Ay^zAA/tA^A^x/ ^ b-'  hyrAjls  ^uAc&£  rfLc^  &zt7st^e*~£*+**Z> 

*Z/fa  tAt  <uy^r?Aj  y-  y/  AA-,  yy+%*~-  &AZZ-. 

<a  ^ /UA^^^ALt 

(/  % 

uA*AA  O^  M&^rys 

fc-  ^ , o z,  */.  ACy  ^ yU^u^t 

^^^Ac^AzA/t  zy 


C<7 


y 


/ 


/?, 


/ * 
A/tZ,<UL 


Z&yy  A£^~,  Ay“ t~r£~AZ*y 

’ ' -/  /£/*v  /v-*AZ  y 

”,  as  ^ °^y,  /»***■■  , 

jt^^tA  a^S^A  " ^ ^ 

tMz*  r~^A  aAr**^' ybaAgy^j 

A^^A*^cs  ^ AZ'  aZA 

juyAi^  a*  y 

</Za*sl*/S&A?~z^v^S~ j A&**'  ■ A*f 

*-r  -fin*~az> , **»+ 


' eZttir 


s 


ZrCx*~ 


a/ 


eicmimea,  • 1 considers  ms  'resolution  a viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States — 
of  the  right  of  my  constituents  and  the  people 
of  the  United  States  to  petition — and  of  my 
right  of  freedom  of  speech  as  a member  of  this 
Housed  It  was  to  no  purpose.  Slaveholding 
arrogance  and  dictation  demanded  it,  and  strait- 
way the  gag  is  applied,  the  right  of  petition 
virtually  denied,  the  Constitution  trampled  un- 
der foot,  and  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  con- 
temned. Will  you  stand  by  the  right  of  peti- 
tion ? Then  circulate  and  sign  the  annexed 
memorials. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  House 
of  Representatives  declared  by  solemn  vote, 
that  slaves  have  not  the  right  of  petition.  By 
the  resolution  of  December  21st,  this  body  vir- 
tually declares  that  YOU  have  not  this  right. 
Are  you  slaves  ? 

Again — this  resolution  is  almost  word  for 
word  the  infamous  resolution  of  January  last. 
That  resolution  came  immediately  before  the 
Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth,  then  in  ses- 
sion, for  its  consideration  and  action.  That 
body,  by  a vote  of  378  to  16,  passed  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  : — 


Resolved,  7 hat  the  resolution  above  named  isan  assump- 
tion of  power  and  authority  at  variance  with  the  spirit  and 
intent  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  injurious 
to  the  cause  of  freedom  and  free  institutions ; that  it  does 
violence  to  the  inherent,  absolute,  and  inalienable  rights  of 
man ; and  that  it  tends  essentially  to  impair  those  fundamen- 
tal pt  inciples  of  natural  justice  and  natural  law,  which  are 
antecedent  to  any  written  constitutions  of  government,  inde- 
pendent of  them  all,  and  essential  to  the  security  of  freedom 
in  a State. 

Resolved,.  That  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress, in  maintaining  and  advocating  the  full  right  of  peti- 
tion, have  entitled  themselves  to  the  cordial  approbation  of 
the  people  of  this  Commonwealth.’ 


Nobly  spoken  ! A voice,  worthy  the  free 
lion  oj  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States — 

of  the  right  of  my  constituents  and  the  people 
of  the  United  States  to  petition — and  of  my 
right  of  freedom  of  speech  as  a member  of  this 
Housed  It  was  to  no  purpose.  Slaveholding 
arrogance  and  dictation  demanded  it,  and  strait- 
way the  gag  is  applied,  the  right  of  petition 
virtually  denied,  the  Constitution  trampled  un- 
der foot,  and  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  con- 
temned. Will  you  stand  by  the  right  of  peti- 
tion ? Then  circulate  and  sign  the  annexed 
memorials. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  House 
of  Representatives  declared  by  solemn  vote, 
that  slaves  have  not  the  right  of  petition.  By 
the  resolution  of  December  21st,  this  body  vir- 
tually declares  that  YOU  have  not  this  right. 
Are  you  slaves  ? 

Again — this  resolution  is  almost  word  for 
word:- the  infamous  resolution  of  January  last. 
That  resolution  came  immediately  before  the 
Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth,  then  in  ses- 
sion, for  its  consideration  and  action.  That 
body,  by  a vote  of  378  to  16,  passed  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  : — 


‘Resolved,  That  the  resolution  above  named  isan  assump- 
tion of  power  and  authority  at  variance  with  the  spirit  and 
intent  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  injurious 
to  the  cause  of  freedom  and  free  institutions;  that  it  does 
violence  to  the  inherent,  absolute,  and  inalienable  rights  of 
man;. and  that  it  tends  essentially  to  impair  those  fundamen- 
tal principles  of  natural  justice  and  natural  law,  which  are 
antecedent  to  any  written  constitutions  of  government,  inde- 
pendent of  them  all,  and  essential  to  the  security  of  freedom 
in  a State. 

Resolved,.  That  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress, in  maintaining  and  advocating  the  full  right  of  peti- 
tion, have  entitled  themselves  to  the  cordial  approbation  of 
the  people  of  this  Commonwealth.’ 

Nobly  spoken  ! A voice,  worthy  the  free 
representatives  of  a free  people ! There  was 


3.  That  the  response  break  on  the  ear  of  that 
body,  at  one  time,  as  a voice  of  thunder,  in  one 
startling-  appeal.  Therefore,  circulate  and  sign 
the  memorials  at  once,  and  on  the  25th  of  Jan- 
uary, mail  them  for  Washington,  directed  to  J. 
Q.  Adams,  or  the  member  from  your  district. 
If  the  circulation  be  completed  sooner,  no  mat- 
ter: on  that  day , not  before , put  them  in  the 
mail.  If  it  be  not  then  completed,  no  matter, 
send  what  you  have,  and  the  remainder  after- 
wards. 

N.  B.  Let  adults  only  sign  the  memorials. 
Let  ladies  and  gentlemen  sign  separate  memo- 
rials. Let  the.  signatures  of  the  men  in  each 
place  be  all  united  in  one  memorial ; and  the 
signatures  of  the  ladies  in  another.  Fold  each 
memorial,  and  on  the  back  of  it,  write,  in  large 
and  legible  characters,  the  name  of  the  first 
petitioner,  the  number  of  petitioners,  and  the 
place— thus— ‘ Petition  of  A.  B.  and  others 
°f  remonstrating  against  the 

resolution  of  December  21st,  1837.’ 

4.  The  fourth  thing  to  be  done  is  to  make 
the  state  legislature,  at  its  present  session,  speak 
the  same  language,  in  regard  to  the  resolution 
of  December  21st,  that  it  did,  at  its  last,  in  re- 
gard to  the  resolution  of  January  18lh — and 
speak  it,  too,  in  the  ear  of  Congress.  There- 
fore circulate  and  sign  memorial  No.  2,  at 
once,  and  send  it  in  to  your  representatives  in 
the  State  Legislature,  without  delay. 

Men  and  women  of  Massachusetts,  the  work 
is  before  you— will  you  do  it?  Or  shall  your 
apathy  and  silence  doom  you  slaves  ? The 
answer  is  with  you. 

A.  A.  PHELPS, 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
body,  at  one  time,  as  a voice  of  thunder,  in  one 
startling  appeal.  Therefore,  circulate  and  sign 
the  memorials  at  once,  and  on  the  25th  of  Jan- 
uary, mail  them  for  Washington,  directed  to  J. 
Q.  Adams,  or  the  member  Rom  your  district. 
If  the  circulation  be  completed  sooner,  no  mat- 
ter: on  that  day , not  before , put  them  in  the 
mail.  If  it  be  not  then  completed,  no  matter, 
send  what  you  have,  and  the  remainder  after- 
wards. 

N.  B.  Let  adults  only  sign  the  memorials. 
Let  ladies  and  gentlemen  sign  separate  memo- 
rials. Let  the  signatures  of  the  men  in  each 
place  be  all  united  in  one  memorial ; and  the 
signatures  of  the  ladies  in  another.  Fold  each 
memorial,  and  on  the  back  of  it,  write,  in  large 
and  legible  characters,  the  name  of  the  first 
petitioner,  the  number  of  petitioners,  and  the 
place — thus — ‘ Petition  of  A.  B.  and  others 
of  remonstrating  against  the 

resolution  of  December  21st,  1837.’ 

4.  The  fourth  thing  to  be  done  is  to  make 
the  state  legislature,  at  its  present  session,  speak 
the  same  language,  in  regard  to  the  resolution 
of  December  21st,  that  it  did,  at  its  last,  in  re- 
gard to  the  resolution  of  January  18th — and 
speak  it,  too,  in  the  ear  of  Congress.  There- 
fore circulate  and  sign  memorial  No.  2,  at 
once,  and  send  it  in  to  your /representatives  in 
the  State  Legislature,  without  delay. 

Men  and  women  of  Massachusetts,  the  work 
is  before  you — will  you  do  it?  Or  shall  your 
apathy  and  silence  doom  you  slaves  ? The 
answer  is  with  you. 

A.  A.  PHELPS, 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  the  Mass.  A.  S.  Society. 
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Citizens  of  Massachusetts — 

The  deed  is  done.  Below,  you  will  find  a 
resolution  adopted  by  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States,  on  the  21st  of 
December,  inst,  That  tried  and  fearless  de- 
fender of  the  right  of  petition,  Hon.  J.  Q. 
Adams,  attempted  to  remonstrate  against  its 
adoption,  but  was  gagged  by  the  previous  ques- 
tion ! As  the  only  thing  he  could  do,  when 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  he  rose  in  his 
place,  and  amid  clamorous  cries  of  ‘ order,’  de- 
signed to  silence  him,  or  drown  his  voice,  he 
exclaimed,  ‘ I consider  this  resohition  a viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States — 
of  the  right  of  my  constituents  and  the  people 
of  the  United  States  to  petition — and  of  my 
right  of  freedom  of  speech  as  a member  of  this 
Housed  It  was  to  no  purpose.  Slaveholding 
arrogance  and  dictation  demanded  it,  and  strait- 
way the  gag  is  applied,  the  right  of  petition 
virtually  denied,  the  Constitution  trampled  un- 
der foot,  and  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  con- 
temned. Will  you  stand  by  the  right  of  peti- 
tion ? Then  circulate  and  sign  the  annexed 
memorials. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  House 
of  Representatives  declared  by  solemn  vote, 
that  slaves  have  not  the  right  of  petition.  By 
the  resolution  of  December  21st,  this  body  vir- 
tually declares  that  YOU  have  not  this  right. 
Are  you  slaves  ? 

Again — this  resolution  is  almost  word  for 
word  the  infamous  resolution  of  January  last. 
That  resolution  came  immediately  before  the 
Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth,  then  in  ses- 
sion, for  its  consideration  and  action.  That 
body,  by  a vote  of  378  to  16,  passed  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  : — 

‘ Resolved,  That  the  resolution  above  named  is  an  assump- 
tion of  power  and  authority  at  variance  with  the  spirit  and 
intent  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  injurious 
to  the  cause  of  freedom  and  free  institutions;  that  it  does 
violence  to  the  inherent,  absolute,  and  inalienable  rights  of 
man  ; and  that  it  tends  essentially  to  impair  those  fundamen- 
tal principles  of  natural  justice  and  natural  law,  which  are 
antecedent  to  any  written  constitutions  of  government,  inde- 
pendent of  them  all,  and  essential  to  the  security  of  freedom 
in  a State. 

Resolved,  That  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress, in  maintaining  and  advocating  the  full  right  of  peti- 
tion, have  entitled  themselves  to  the  cordial  approbation  of 
the  people  of  this  Commonwealth.’ 

Nobly  spoken  ! A voice,  worthy  the  free 
representatives  of  a free  people ! There  was 


but  one  defect  in  it — it  was  not  ‘ spoken  upon 
the  house-tops.’  No  resolution  was  passed  di- 
recting the  Executive  to  forward  the  above  to 
Congress.  Four  things,  then,  need  now  to  be 
done  : 

1.  That  the  people  respond,  promptly,  uni- 
versally, boldly,  to  the  voice  of  their  represen- 
tatives— therefore  sign  the  memorials. 

2.  That  the  response  be  uttered  on  the  house- 
tops— in  the  ear  of  Congress — therefore  sign 
memorial  No.  1. 

3.  That  the  response  break  on  the  ear  of  that 
body,  at  one  time,  as  a voice  of  thunder,  in  one 
startling  appeal.  Therefore,  circulate  and  sign 
the  memorials  at  once,  and  on  the  25th  of  Jan- 
uary, mail  them  for  Washington,  directed  to  J. 
Q.  Adams,  or  the  member  from  your  district. 
If  the  circulation  be  completed  sooner,  no  mat- 
ter: on  that  day , not  before , put  them  in  the 
mail.  If  it  be  not  then  completed,  no  matter, 
send  what  you  have,  and  the  remainder  after- 
wards. 

N.  B.  Let  adults  only  sign  the  memorials. 
Let  ladies  and  gentlemen  sign  separate  memo- 
rials. Let  the  signatures  of  the  men  in  each 
place  be  all  united  in  one  memorial ; and  the 
signatures  of  the  ladies  in  another.  Fold  each 
memorial,  and  on  the  back  of  it,  write,  in  large 
and  legible  characters,  the  name  of  the  first 
petitioner,  the  number  of  petitioners,  and  the 
place — thus — ‘ Petition  of  A.  B.  and  others 
of  remonstrating  against  the 

resolution  of  December  21st,  1837.’ 

4.  The  fourth  thing  to  be  done  is  to  make 
the  state  legislature,  at  its  present  session,  speak 
the  same  language,  in  regard  to  the  resolution 
of  December  21st,  that  it  did,  at  its  last,  in  re- 
gard to  the  resolution  of  January  18th — and 
speak  it,  too,  in  the  ear  of  Congress.  There- 
fore circulate  and  sign  memorial  No.  2,  at 
once,  and  send  it  in  to  your  representatives  in 
the  State  Legislature,  without  delay. 

Men  and  women  of  Massachusetts,  the  work 
is  before  you — will  you  do  it?  Or  shall  your 
apathy  and  silence  doom  you  slaves  ? The 
answer  is  with  you. 

A.  A.  PHELPS, 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  the  Mass.  A.  S.  Society. 
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®o  tfjt  ^onoraWe  tfje  Pjousse  ot  SlepctsentattiKS  of  tljc  aanitetr  States. 

The  undersigned  of  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 

chusetts have  learned  with  astonishment  and  alarm,  that  your  honorable  body  did,  on  the 
21st  of  December  last,  adopt  a resolution  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 


< Resolved  That  all  memorials,  petitions,  and  papers,  touching  the  abolition  of  slavery,  or  the  buying,  selling,  or  trans- 
fer of  slaves ’in  any  State,  territory,  or  district  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  laid  on  the  table,  without  reading,  01  refer- 
ence, or  printing,  and  that  no  further  action  whatever  shall  be  had  thereon. 

Your  memorialists  ‘ consider  this  resolution  a violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States— of  the  right  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  petition— and  of  the  rignt  ot 
their  Representatives  to  freedom  of  speech  as  members  of  your  honorable  body  : They 

further  regard  it  as  an  assumption  of  authority,  at  once  dangerous  and  destructive  to  the 
fundamental  principles  of  republican  government,  to  the  rights  of  minorities,  to  the  sover- 
eignty of  thePeople,  and  TO  THE  UNION  OF  THESE  UNITED  STATES  : They 
therefore  present  this  their  solemn  and  earnest  remonstrance  against  said  resolution,  and  re- 
spectfully ask  your  honorable  body  to  IMMEDIATELY  RESCIND  IT. 


aro  the  PfouoraUIe  tfje  Senate  autr  ©ottse 

oi  i&cprmutatttos  of  jBassacfjustttsu 

The  undersigned,  of  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 

have  learned  with  astonishment  and  alarm,  that  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  did,  on  the  21st  of  December  last,  adopt  a resolution  in  the  words  following,  to  wit . 

< Resolver],  Thalall  memorials,  petitions,  and  papers,  touching  the  abolition  of  slavery,  or  the  buying,  selling,  or  trans- 
fer of  slaves  in  any  State,  territory  or  district  of  the  U.  States,  shall  be  laid  on  the  table,  without  reading,  or  relerence,or 
printing,  and  that  no  further  action  whatever  shall  be  had  thereon. 

Your  memorialists,  regarding  said  resolution  as  a virtual  denial  to  the  people,  of  the  right 
of  petition  for  a redress  of  grievances,  a violation  of  the  true  intent  and  spirit  of  tire  ISt 
Article  of  the  Amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  as  an  assumption 
of  authority,  at  war  with  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  republican  government,  cestruc- 
tive  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  an  insult  to  their  sovereignty,  and  dangerous  to  the  Union 
of  these  States:  do,  therefore,  respectfully  and  earnestly  request  your  honorable  1 
PROTEST,  without  delay,  in  the  name  of  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THIS  COMMON- 
WEALTH, against  said  resolution,— and  to  invoke  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  to  IMMEDIATELY  RESCIND  IT.  And  your  memorialists  further  ask 
that  a copy  of  said  protest  and  invocation  may  be  sent,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  each  ot  the 
Senators  and  Representatives  of  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress,  to  be  by  them  laid  beiore. 
that  body. 
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m tfje  honorable  tlj t ffyawnt  of  3JUpteseutattb*8  of  tlje  aamteb 

The  undersigned  of  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 

chusetts, have  learned  with  astonishment  and  alarm,  that  your  honorable  body  did,  on  the 
21st  of  December  last,  adopt  a resolution  in  the  words  following,  to  wit  : 

« Resolved,  That  all  memorials,  petitions,  and  papers,  touching  the  abolition  of  slavery,  or  the  buying,  selling,  or  trans* 
fer  of  slaves  in  any  State,  territory,  or  district  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  laid  on  the  table,  without  reading,  or  refer- 
ence, or  printing,  and  that  no  further  action  whatever  shall  be  had  thereon.’ 


Your  memorialists  c consider  this  resolution  a violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States — of  the  right  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  petition — and  of  the  right  of 
their  Representatives  to  freedom  of  speech  as  members  of  your  honorable  body  : ’ They 
further  regard  it  as  an  assumption  of  authority,  at  once  dangerous  and  destructive  to  the 
fundamental  principles  of  republican  government,  to  the  rights  of  minorities,  to  the  sover- 
eignty of  the  People,  and  TO  THE  UNION  OF  THESE  UNITED  STATES  : They 
therefore  present  this  their  solemn  and  earnest  remonstrance  against  said  resolution,  and  re- 
spectfully ask  your  honorable  body  to  IMMEDIATELY  RESCIND  IT. 


&o  tfje  honorable  tlje  Senate  anb  Jfyonnt 

of  Beprmntattbts  of  J^tassiacfjusftts* 

V\v 

The  undersigned,  of  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 

have  learned  with  astonishment  and  alarm,  that  the  House  of  Represematives  of  the  United 
States  did,  on  the  21st  of  December  last,  adopt  a resolution  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

‘Resolved,  Thai  all  memorials,  petitions,  and  papers,  touching  the  abolition  of  slavery,  or  the  buying,  selling,  or  trans- 
fer of  slaves  in  any  State,  territory  or  district  of  the  U.  States,  shall  be  laid  on  the  table,  without  or  reference,  or 

printing,  and  that  no  further  action  whatever  shall  be  had  thereon.’ 

Your  memorialists,  regarding  said  resolution  as  a virtual  denial  to  the  people  of  the  right 
of  petition  for  a redress  of  grievances,  a violation  of  the  true  intent  and  spirit  of  the  1st 
Article  of  the  Amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates,  and  as  an  assumption 
of  authority,  at  war  with  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  republican  government,  destruc- 
tive of  the  rights  of  the  people,  an  insult  to  their  sovereignty,  and  dangerous  to  the  Union 
of  these  Slates:  do,  therefore,  respectfully  and  earnestly  request  your  honorable  bodies  to 
PROTEST,  without  delay,  in  the  name  of  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THIS  COMMON- 
WEALTH, against  said  resolution, — and  to  invoke  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  to  IMMEDIATELY  RESCIND  IT.  And  your  memorialists  further  ask 
that  a copy  of  said  protest  and  invocation  may  be  sent,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  each  of  the 
Senators  and  Representatives  of  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress,  to  be  by  them  laid  before 
that  body. 
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JT0  tlje  Jf)ouoi-at)lc  tljc  %m\m  ot  Kcpccscntatibes  ot  tije  aanttrtr  States. 

The  undersigned  of  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 

chusetts, have  learned  with  astonishment  and  alarm,  that  your  honorable  body  did,  on  the 
21st  of  December  last,  adopt  a resolution  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

< Resolved,  That  all  memorials,  petitions,  and  papers,  touching  the  abolition  of  slavery,  or  the  buying,  selling,  or  trans- 
fer of  slaves  in  any  Stale,  territory,  or  district  of  the  United  Slates,  shall  be  laid  on  the  table,  without  reading,  or  re  e - 
ence,  or  printing,  and  that  no  farther  action  whatever  shall  be  had  thereon. 

Your  memorialists  ‘ consider  this  resolution  a violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States— of  the  right  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  petition— and  of  the  right  of 
their  Representatives  to  freedom  of  speech  as  members  of  your  honorable  body  : lhey 

further  regard  it  as  an  assumption  of  authority,  at  once  dangerous  and  destructive  to  the 
fundamental  principles  of  republican  government,  to  the  rights  of  minorities,  to  the  soyer- 
eignTy  of  thePeople,  and  TO  THE  UNION  OF  THESE  UNITED  STATES : They 
therefore  present  this  their  solemn  and  earnest  remonstrance  against  said  resolution,  and  re- 
spectfully ask  your  honorable  body  to  IMMEDIATELY  RESCIND  IT. 


Co  the  ©(movable  tljc  Senate  anti  fDouse 

of  JltepresentatfDes  of  JRa«sacf)usetts. 

The  undersigned,  of  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 

have  learned  with  astonishment  and  alarm,  that  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  did,  on  the  21st  of  December  last,  adopt  a resolution  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 


'Resolved,  Thai  all  memorials,  petitions,  anil  papers,  touching  the  abolition  of  slavery,  or  the  buying, 
fer  of  slaves  in  any  State,  territory  or  district  of  the  U.  States,  shall  be  laid  on  the  table,  without  rea«wg 
printing,  and  that  no  further  action  whatever  shall  be  had  thereon.’ 


selling,  or  trans- 
, or  reference,  or 


Your  memorialists,  regarding  said  resolution  as  a virtual  denial  to  the  people,  of  the  rig  it 
of  petition  for  a redress  of  grievances,  a violation  of  the  true  intent  and  spirit  ol  the  1st 
Article  of  the  Amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and^K  an  assumption 
of  authority,  at  war  with  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  republican  government,  destruc- 
tive of  the  rights  of  the  people,  an  insult  to  their  sovereignty,  and  dangerous  to  the  Union 
of  these  Slates:  do,  therefore,  respectfully  and  earnestly  request  your  hpn°^kle .bodies  to 
PROTEST,  without  delay,  in  the  name  of  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THIS  COMMQN- 
WEALTH,  against  said  resolution —and  to  invoke  the  House  of  Representatives  ot  the 
United  States  to  IMMEDIATELY  RESCIND  IT.  And  your  memorialists  further  ask 
that  a copy  of  said  protest  and  invocation  may  be  sent,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  each  1 e 
Senators  and  Representatives  of  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress,  to  be  by  them  laid  be  ore 
that  body. 
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®o  tlje  tlje  p?ouse  of  iSepvfsnttatibes  of  t!jc  ffiluitrt  Ststes. 

The  undersigned  of  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 

chusetts, have  learned  with  astonishment  and  alarm,  that  your  honorable  body  did,  on  the 
21st  of  December  last,  adopt  a resolution  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

‘ Resolved,  That  all  memorials,  petitions,  and  papers,  touching  the  abolition  of  slavery,  or  the  buying,  selling,  or  trans- 
fer  of  slaves  in  any  State,  territory,  or  district  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  laid  on  the  table,  without  reading,  01  lefer- 
ence,  or  printing,  and  that  no  further  action  whatever  shall  be  had  thereon. 

Your  memorialists  c consider  this  resolution  a violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States — of  the  right  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  petition— and  of  the  right  of 
their  Representatives  to  freedom  of  speech  as  members  of  your  honorable  body  : They 

further  regard  it  as  an  assumption  of  authority,  at  once  dangerous  and  destructive  to  the 
fundamental  principles  of  republican  government,  to  the  rights  of  minorities,  to  the  sover- 
eignty of  the  People,  and  TO  THE  UNION  OF  THESE  UNITED  STATES  : They 
therefore  present  this  their  solemn  and  earnest  remonstrance  against  said  resolution,  and  re- 
spectfully ask  your  honorable  body  to  IMMEDIATELY  RESCIND  IT, 


Co  tfje  honorable  tlje  Senate  antr  P^oti nt 
of  iUpvmutattto  of 

The  undersigned,  of  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 

have  learned  with  astonishment  and  alarm,  that  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  did,  on  the  21st  of  December  last,  adopt  a resolution  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 


'Resolved,  That  all  memorials,  petitions,  and  papers,  touching  the  abolition  of  slavery,  or  the  buying,  selling,  or  trans- 
fer of  slaves  in  anv  State,  territory  or  district  of  the  U.  States,  shall  be  laid  on  the  table,  without  reading,  oi  reference,  or 
printing,  and  that  no  further  action  whatever  shall  be  had  thereon.’ 


Your  memorialists,  regarding  said  resolution  as  a virtual  denial  lo  the  people  of  the  right 

of  petition  for  a redress  of  grievances,  a violation  of  the  true  intent  and  spirit  of  the  1st 
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'ansH^HoT^^h^Unte^State^- 
of  the  right  of  my  constituents  and  the  people 
of  the  United  States  to  petition — and  of  my 
right  of  freedom  of  speech  as  a member  of  this 
Housed  It  was  to  no  purpose.  Slaveholding 
arrogance  and  dictation  demanded  it,  and  strait- 
way the  gag  is  applied,  the  right  of  petition 
virtually  denied,  the  Constitution  trampled  un- 
der foot,  and  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  con- 
temned. Will  you  stand  by  the  right  of  peti- 
tion ? Then  circulate  and  sign  the  annexed 
memorials. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  House 
of  Representatives  declared  by  solemn  vote, 
that  slaves  have  not  the  right  of  petition.  By 
the  resolution  of  December  21st,  this  body  vir- 
tually declares  that  YOU  have  not  this  right. 
Are  you  slaves  ? 

Again — this  resolution  is  almost  word  for 
word  the  infamous  resolution  of  January  last. 
That  resolution  came  immediately  before  the 
Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth,  then  in  ses- 
sion, for  its  consideration  and  action.  That 
body,  by  a vote  of  378  to  16,  passed  the  follow- 


body,  at  one  tnne^^^voic^^nunaef^B-^^ 
startling  appeal.  Therefore,  circulate  and  sign 
the  memorials  at  once,  and  on  the  25th  of  Jan- 
uary, mail  them  for  Washington,  directed  to  J. 
Q.  Adams,  or  the  member  from  your  district. 
If  the  circulation  be  completed  sooner,  no  mat- 
ter: on  that  day , not  before,  put  them  in  the 
mail.  If  it  be  not  then  completed,  no  matter, 
send  what  you  have,  and  the  remainder  after- 
wards. 


ing  resolutions  : 


‘ Resolved,  That  die  resolution  above  named  isanassnmp- 
tion  of  power  and  authority  at  variance  with  the  spirit  and 
intent  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  injurious 
to  the  cause  of  freedom  and  free  institutions ; that  it  does 
violence  to  the  inherent,  absolute,  and  inalienable  rights  of 
man;  and  that  it  tends  essentially  to  impair  those  fundamen- 
tal principles  of  natural  justice  and  natural  Jaw,  which  are 
antecedent  to  any  written  constitutions  of  government,  inde- 
pendent of  them  all,  and  essential  to  the  security  of  freedom 
in  a State. 

Resolved,  That  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress, in  maintaining  and  advocating  the  full  right  of  peti- 
tion, have  entitled  themselves  to  the  cordial  approbation  of 
the  people  of  this  Common  wealth.’ 


Nobly  spoken  ! A voice,  worthy  the  free 
representatives  of  a free  people ! There  was 


N.  B.  Let  adults  only  sign  the  memorials. 
Let  ladies  and  gentlemen  sign  separate  memo- 
rials. Let  the  signatures  of  the  men  in  each 
place  be  all  united  in  one  memorial ; and  the 
signatures  of  the  ladies  in  another.  Fold  each 
memorial,  and  on  the  back  of  it,  write,  in  large 
and  legible  characters,  the  name  of  the  first 
petitioner,  the  number  of  petitioners,  and  the 
place — thus — ‘ PHUtion  of  A.  B.  and  others 
of  remonstrating  against  the 

resolution  of  December  21st,  1837.’ 

4.  The  fourth  thing  to  be  done  is  to  make 
the  state  legislature,  at  its  present  session,  speak 
^.y^^ejanguage,  in  regard  to  the  resolution 
of  December  2 1st,  that  it'did,  at  its  last,  in  re- 
gard to  the  resolution  of  January  18th — and 
speak  it,  too,  in  the  ear  of  Congress.  There- 
fore circulate  and  sign  memorial  No.  2,  at 
once,  and  send  it  in  to  your  representatives  in 
the  State  Legislature,  without  delay. 

Men  and  women  of  Massachusetts,  the  work 
is  before  you — will  you  do  it  ? Or  shall  your 
apathy  and  silence  doom  you  slaves  ? The 
answer  is  with  you. 

A.  A.  PHELPS, 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  the  Mass.  A.  S.  Society. 


der  foot,  and  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  con- 
temned. Will  you  stand  by  the  right  of  peti- 
tion ? Then  circulate  and  sign  the  annexed 
memorials. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  House 
of  Representatives  declared  by  solemn  vote, 
that  slaves  have  not  the  right  of  petition.  By 
the  resolution  of  December  21st,  this  body  vir- 
tually declares  that  YOU  have  not  this  right. 
Are  you  slaves  ? 

Again — this  resolution  is  almost  word  for 
word  the  infamous  resolution  of  January  last. 
That  resolution  came  immediately  before  the 
Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth,  then  in  ses- 
sion, for  its  consideration  and  action.  That 
body,  by  a vote  of  378  to  16,  passed  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  : — 

‘ Resolved,  That  the  resolution  above  named  isan  assump- 
tion of  power  and  authority  at  variance  with  the  spirit  and 
intent  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  injurious 
to  the  cause  of  freedom  and  free  institutions ; that  it  does 
violence  to  the  inherent,  absolute,  and  inalienable  rights  of 
man;  and  that  it  tends  essentially  to  impair  those  fundamen- 
tal principles  of  natural  justice  and  natural  law,  which  are 
antecedent  to  any  written  constitutions  of  government,  inde- 
pendent ol  them  all,  and  essential  to  the  security  of  freedom 
in  a State. 

Resolved,  That  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress, in  maintaining  and  advocating  the  full  right  of  peti- 
tion, have  entitled  themselves  to  the  cordial  approbation  of 
the  people  of  this  Commonwealth.’ 

Nobly  spoken  ! A voice,  worthy  the  free 
representatives  of  a free  people  ! There  was 
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send  what  you  have,  and  the  remainder  after- 
wards. 

N.  B.  Let  adults  only  sign  the  memorials. 
Let  ladies  and  gentlemen  sign  separate  memo- 
rials. Let  the  signatures  of  the  men  in  each 
place  be  all  united  in  one  memorial ; and  the 
signatures  of  the  ladies  in  another.  Fold  each 
memorial,  and  on  the  back  of  it,  write,  in  large 
and  legible  characters,  the  name  of  the  first 
petitioner,  the  number  of  petitioners,  and  the 
place — thus — 4 Petition  of  A.  B.  and  others 
of  remonstrating  against  the 

resolution  of  December  21st,  1837.’ 

4.  The  fourth  thing  to  be  done  is  to  make 
the  state  legislature,  at  its  present  session,  speak 
the  same  language,  in  regard  to  the  resolution 
of  December  21st,  that  it  did,  at  its  last,  in  re- 
gard to  the  resolution  of  January  18th — and 
speak  it,  too,  in  the  ear  of  Congress.  There- 
fore circulate  and  sign  memorial  No.  2,  at 
once,  and  send  it  in  to  your  representatives  in 
the  State  Legislature,  without  delay. 

Men  and  women  of  Massachusetts,  the  work 
is  before  you — will  you  do  it?  Or  shall  your 
and  silence  doom  you  slaves  ? The 
answer  is  with  you. 

fr  A.  A.  PHELPS, 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  the  Mass.  A.  S.  Society. 
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®0  tlje  pjonocawc  tfjc  p?ouse  of  mcpmcntatitiess  of  tijc  ©nttrtr  States, 

The  undersigned  of  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 

chusetts, have  learned  with  astonishment  and  alarm,  that  your  honorable  body  did,  on  the 
21st  of  Decembenlast,  adopt  ,a  resolution  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

ence,  or  printing,  and  that  no  further  action  whatever  shall  be  had  theieon. 

Your  memorialists  £ consider  this  resolution  a violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States— of  the  right  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  petition— and  of  the  right  of 
their  Representatives  to  freedom  of  speech  as  members  of  your  honorable  body  . lhey 
further  regard  it  as  an  assumption  of  authority,  at  once  dangerous  and  destructive  to  the 

fundamental  principles  of  republican  government,  to vl**' 
eignty  of  the  People,  and  TO  THE  UNION  OF  THESE  UNITED  STATES  : They 
therefore  present  this  their  solemn  and  earnest  remonstrance  against .said [resolution,  and  re- 
spectfully ask  your  honorable  body  to  IMMEDIATELY  RESCIND  IT. 


£o  the  honorable  tlje  Senate  antr  fjfymm 

oi  iHepreseutattbes  of  s&assacljttsttts* 

The  undersigned,  of  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 

have  learned  with  astonishment  and  alarm,  that  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  did,  on  the  21st  of  December  last,  adopt  a resolution  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 


‘ Resolved,  That  alt  memorials,  petitions,  and  papers,  touching  the  abolition  of  slavery,  or  ,th®  § o!‘  rf  Wence 

fer  of  slaves  in  any  State,  territory  or  district  of  the  U.  States,  shall  be  laid  on  the  table,  without  reading,  01  reference,  or 

printing,  and  that  no  further  action  whatever  shall  be  bad  thereon. 

Your  memorialists,  regarding  said  resolution  as  a virtual  denial,  to  the  people,  of  the  right 
of  petition  for  a redress  of  grievances,  a violation  of  the  true  intent  and  spiiit  ol  t le  1st 
Article  of  the  Amendments  to  the  Constitution  ol  the  United  States,  and  as  an  assumption 
of  authority,  at  war  with  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  republican  government,  obstruc- 
tive of  the  rights  of  the  people,  an  insult  to  their  sovereignty,  and  dangerous  to  the  Union 
of  these  States:  do,  therefore,  respectfully  and  earnestly  request  your  h on oni od i e s to 
PROTEST,  without  delay,  in  the  name  of  THE  PEOl  LE  OF  THIS  COMMON- 
WEALTH, against  said  resolution —and  to  invoke  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  to  IMMEDIATELY  RESCIND  IT.  And  your  memorialists  further  ask 
that  a copy  of  said  protest  and  invocation  may  be  sent.,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  each  ol  the 
Senators  and  Representatives  of  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress,  to  be  by  them  lai  e ore 
that  body. 
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CIRCULAR. 


Citizens  of  Massachusetts — 

The  deed  is  done.  Below,  you  will  find  a 
resolution  adopted  by  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States,  on  the  21st  of 
December,  inst.  That  tried  and  fearless  de- 
fender of  the  right  of  petition,  Hon.  J.  Q. 
Adams,  attempted  to  remonstrate  against  its 
adoption,  but  was  gagged  by  the  previous  ques- 
tion ! As  the  only  thing  he  could  do,  when 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  he  rose  in  his 
place,  and  amid  clamorous  cries  of  ‘ order,’  de- 
signed to  silence  him,  or  drown  his  voice,  he 
exclaimed,  ‘ I consider  this  resolution  a viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States — 
of  the  right  of  my  constituents  and  the  people 
of  the  United  States  to  petition — and  of  my 
right  of  freedom  of  speech  as  a member  of  this 
Housed  It  was  to  no  purpose.  Slaveholding 
arrogance  and  dictation  demanded  it,  and  strait- 
way  the  gag  is  applied,  the  right  of  petition 
virtually  denied,  the  Constitution  trampled  un- 
der foot,  and  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  con- 
temned. Will  you  stand  by  the  right  of  peti- 
tion ? Then  circulate  and  sign  the  annexed 
memorials. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  House 
of  Representatives  declared  by  solemn  vote, 
that  slaves  have  not  the  right  of  petition.  By 
the  resolution  of  December  21st,  this  body  vir- 
tually declares  that  YOU  have  not  this  right. 
Are  you  slaves  ? 

Again- — this  resolution  is  almost  word  for 
word  the  infamous  resolution  of  January  last. 
That  resolution  came  immediately  before  the 
Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth,  then  in  ses- 
sion, for  its  consideration  and  action.  That 
body,  by  a vote  of  378  to  16,  passed'the  follow- 
ing resolutions  : — 

* Resolved,  That  the  resolution  above  named  is  an  assump- 
tion of’  power  and  authority  at  variance  with  the  spirit  and 
intent  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  injurious 
to  the  cause  of  freedom  and  free  institutions ; that  it  does 
violence  to  the  inherent,  absolute,  and  inalienable  rights  of 
than;  and  that  it  tends  essentially  to  impair  those  fundamen- 
tal principles  of  natural  justice  and  natural  law,  which  are 
antecedent  to  any  written  constitutions  of  government,  inde- 
pendent of  them  all,  and  essential  to  the  security  of  freedom 
in  a State. 

Resolved,  That  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress, in  maintaining  and  advocating  the  full  right  of  peti- 
tion, have  entitled  themselves  to  the  cordial  approbation  of 
the  people  of  this  Commonwealth.’ 

Nobly  spoken  ! A voice,  worthy  the  free 
representatives  of  a free  people ! There  was 


but  one  defect  in  it — it  was  not  { spoken  upon 
the  house-tops.’  No  resolution  was  passed  di- 
recting the  Executive  to  forward  the  above  to 
Congress.  Four  things,  then,  need  now  to  be 
done  : 

1.  That  the  people  respond,  promptly,  uni- 
versally, boldly,  to  the  voice  of  their  represen- 
tatives— therefore  sign  the  memorials. 

2.  That  the  response  be  uttered  on  the  house- 
tops— in  the  ear  of  Congress — therefore  sign 
memorial  No.  1. 

3.  That  the  response  break  on  the  ear  of  that 
body,  at  one  time,  as  a voice  of  thunder,  in  one 
startling  appeal.  Therefore,  circulate  and  sign 
the  memorials  at  once,  and.  on  the  25th  of  Jan- 
uary, mail  them  for  Washington,  directed  to  J. 
Q.  Adams,  or  the  member  from  your  district. 
If  the  circulation  be  completed  sooner,  no  mat- 
ter: on  that  day , not  before , put  them  in  the 
mail.  If  it  be  not  then  completed,  no  matter, 
send  what  you  have,  and  the  remainder  after- 
wards. 

N.  B.  Let  adults  only  sign  the  memorials. 
Let  ladies  and  gentlemen  sign  separate  memo- 
rials. Let  the  signatures  of  the  men  in  each 
place  be  all  united  in  one  memorial ; and  the 
signatures  of  the  ladies  in  another.  Fold  each 
memorial,  and  on  the  back  of  it,  write,  in  large 
and  legible  characters,  the  name  of  the  first 
petitioner,  the  number  of  petitioners,  and  the 
place — thus — ‘ Petition  of  A.  B.  and  others 
of  remonstrating  against  the 

resolution  of  December  21st,  1837.’ 

4.  The  fourth  thing  to  be  done  is  to  make 
the  state  legislature,  at  its  present  session,  speak 
the  same  language,  in  regard  to  the  resolution 
of  December  21st,  that  it  did,  at  its  last,  in  re- 
gard to  the  resolution  of  January  18th — and 
speak  it,  too,  in'the  ear  of  Congress.  There- 
fore circulate  and  sign  memorial  No.  2,  at 
once,  and  send  it  in  to  your  representatives  in 
the  State  Legislature,  without  delay. 

Men  and  women  of  Massachusetts,  the  work 
is  before  you — will  you  do  it?  Or  shall  your 
apathy  and  silence  doom  you  slaves  ? The 
answer  is  with  you. 

A.  A.  PHELPS, 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  the  Mass.  A.  S.  Society. 
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place,  and  amid  clamorous  cries  of  4 order,’  de- 
signed to  silence  him,  or  drown  his  voice,  he 
exclaimed,  4 I consider  this  resolution  a viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States — 
of  the  right  of  my  constituents  and  the  people 
of  the  United  States  to  petition — and  of  my 
right  of  freedom  of  speech  as  a member  of  this 
Moused  It  was  to  no  purpose.  Slaveholding 
arrogance  and  dictation  demanded  it,  and  strait- 
way the  gag  is  applied,  the  right  of  petition 
virtually  denied,  the  Constitution  trampled  un- 
der foot,  and  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  con- 
temned. Will  you  stand  by  the  right  of  peti- 
tion ? Then  circulate  and  sign  the  annexed 
memorials. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  House 
of  Representatives  declared  by  solemn  vote, 
that  slaves  have  not  the  right  of  petition.  By 
the  resolution  of  December  21st,  this  body  vir- 
tually declares  that  YOU  have  not  this  right. 
Are  you  slaves  ? 

Again — this  resolution  is  almost  word  for 
word  the  infamous  resolution  of  January  last. 
That  resolution  came  immediately  before  the 
Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth,  then  in  ses- 
sion, for  its  consideration  and  action.  That 
body,  by  a vote  of  378  to  16,  passed  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  : — 

‘ Resolved,  That  the  resolution  above  named  isanassamp- 
tion  of  power  and  authority  at  variance  with  the  spirit  and 
intent  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  injurious 
to  the  cause  of  freedom  and  free  institutions ; that  it  does 
violence  to  the  inherent,  absolute,  and  inalienable  rights  of 
man  J and  that  it  tends  essentially  to  impair  those  fundamen- 
tal principles  of  natural  justice  and  natural  law,  which  are 
antecedent  to  any  written  constitutions  of  government,  inde- 
pendent of  them  all,  and  essential  to  the  security  of  freedom 
in  a State. 

Resolved,  I hat  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress, in  maintaining  and  advocating  the  full  right  of  peti- 
tion, have  entitled  themselves  to  the  cordial  approbation  of 
the  people  of  this  Commonwealth.’ 

Nobly  spoken  ! A voice,  worthy  the  free 
representatives  of  a free  people  ! There  was 


^p^^^d^ea^c>^Congress^herewi^!gii 
memorial  No.  1. 

3.  That  the  response  break  on  the  ear  of  that 
body,  at  one  time,  as  a voice  of  thunder,  in  one 
startling  appeal.  Therefore,  circulate  and  sign 
the  memorials  at  once,  and  on  the  25th  of  Jan- 
uary, mail  them  for  Washington,  directed  to  J. 
Q.  Adams,  or  the  member  from  your  district. 
If  the  circulation  be  completed  sooner,  no  mat- 
ter: on  that  day , not  before,  put  them  in  the 
mail.  If  it  be  not  then  completed,  no  matter, 
send  what  you  have,  and  the  remainder  after- 
wards. 

N.  B.  Let  adults  only  sign  the  memorials. 
Let  ladies  and  gentlemen  sign  separate  memo- 
rials. Let  the  signatures  of  the  men  in  each 
place  be  all  united  in  one  memorial ; and  the 
signatures  of  the  ladies  in  another.  Fold  each 
memorial,  and  on  the  back  of  it,  write,  in  large 
and  legible  characters,  the  name  of  the  first 
petitioner,  the  number  of  petitioners,  and  the 
place — thus — 4 Petition  of  A.  B.  and  others 
of  remonstrating  against  the 

resolution  of  December  21st,  1837.’ 

4.  The  fourth  thing  to  be  done  is  to  make 
the  state  legislature,  at  its  present  session,  speak 
the  same  language,  in  regard  to  the  resolution 
of  December  21st,  that  it  did,  at  its  last,  in  re- 
gard to  the  resolution  of  January  18th — and 
speak  it,  too,  in  the  ear  of  Congress.  There- 
fore circulate  and  sign  memorial  No.  2,  at 
once,  and  send  it  in  to  your  representatives  in 
the  State  Legislature,  without  delay. 

Men  and  women  of  Massachusetts,  the  work 
is  before  you— will  you  do  it?  Or  shall  your 
apathy  and  silence  doom  you  slaves  ? The 
answer  is  with  you. 

A.  A.  PHELPS, 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  the  Mass.  A^S«^_o.fiety. 
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Citizens  of  Massachusetts — 

The  deed  is  done.  Below,  you  will  find  a 
resolution  adopted  by  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States,  on  the  21st  of 
December,  inst.  That  tried  and  fearless  de- 
fender of  the  right  of  petition,  Hon.  J.  Q. 
Adams,  attempted  to  remonstrate  against  its 
adoption,  but  was  gagged  by  the  previous  ques- 
tion ! As  the  only  thing  he  could  do,  when 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  he  rose  in  his 
place,  and  amid  clamorous  cries  of  ‘ order,’  de- 
signed  to  silence L*hinruor  drown  his  voice,  he 
exclaimed,  1 I consider^^is  resolution  a viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States — 
of  the  right  of  my  constituents  and  the  people 
of  the  United  States  to  petition — and  of  my 
right  :of  freedom  of  speech  as  a member  of  this 
Mouse.'  It  was  to  no  purpose.  Slaveholding 
arrogance  and  dictation  demanded  it,  and  strait- 
way the  gag  is  applied,  the  right  of  petition 
virtually  denied,  the  Constitution  trampled  un- 
der foot,  and  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  con- 
temned. Will  you  stand  by  the  right  of  peti- 
tion ? Then  circulate  and  sign  the  annexed 
memorials. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  House 
of  Representatives  declared  by  solemn  vote, 
that  slaves  have  not  the  right  of  petition.  By 
the  resolution  of  December  21st,  this  body  vir- 
tually declares  that  YOU  have  not  this  right. 
Are  you  slaves  ? 

Again — this  resolution  is  almost  word  for 
word  the  infamous  resolution  of  January  last. 
That  resolution  came  immediately  before  the 
Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth,  then  in  ses- 
sion, for  its  consideration  and  action.  That 
body,  by  a vote  of  378  to  16,  passed  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  : — 

‘ Resolved,  That  the  resolution  above  named  is  an  assump- 
tion of  power  and  authority  at  variance  with  the  spirit  and 
intent  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  injurious'*'* 
to  the  cause  of  freedom  and  free  institutions;  that  it  does 
violence  to  the  inherent,  absolute,  and  inalienable  rights  of 
man;  and  that  it  tends  essentially  to  impair  those  fundamen- 
tal principles  of  natural  justice  and  natural  law,  which  are 
antecedent  to  any  written  constitutions  of  government,  inde- 
pendent of  them  all,  and  essential  to  the  security  of  freedom 
in  a State. 

Resolved,  I hat  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress, in  maintaining  and  advocating  the  full  right  of  peti- 
tion, have  entitled  themselves  to  the  cordial  approbation  of 
the  people  of  this  Commonwealth.' 

Nobly  spoken  ! A voice,  worthy  the  free 
representatives  of  a free  people  ! There  was 


but  one  defect  in  it — it  was  not  ‘ spoken  upon 
the  house-tops.’  No  resolution  was  passed  di- 
recting the  Executive  to  forward  the  above  to 
Co?igress.  Four  things,  then,  need  now  to  be 
done  : 

1.  That  the  people  respond,  promptly,  uni- 
versally, boldly,  to  the  voice  of  their  represen- 
tatives— therefore  sign  the  memorials. 

2.  That  the  response  be  uttered  on  the  house- 
tops— in  the  ear  of  Congress — therefore  sign 
memorial  No.  1. 

3.  That  the  response  break  on  the  ear  of  that 
body,,  at  one  time,  as  a voice  of  thunder,  in  one 
startling  appeal.  Therefore,  circulate  and  sign 
the  memorials  at  once,  and  on  the  2oth  of  Jan- 
uary, mail  them  for  Washington,  directed  to  J. 
Q.  Adams,  or  the  member  from  your  district. 
If  the  circulation  be  completed  sooner,  no  mat- 
ter: on  that  day,  not  before , put  them  in  the 
mail.  If  it  be  not  then  completed,  no  matter, 
send  what  you  have,  and  the  remainder  after- 
wards. 

N.  B.  Let  adults  only  sign  the  memorials. 
Let  ladies  and  gentlemen  sign  separate  memo- 
rials. Let  the  signatures  of  the  men  in  each 
place  be  all  united  in  one  memorial ; and  the 
signatures  of  the  ladies  in  another.  Fold  each 
memorial,  and  on  the  back  of  it,  write,  in  large 
and  legible  characters,  the  name  of  the  first 
petitioner,  the  number  of  petitioners,  and  the 
place — thus — ‘Petition  of  A.  B.  and  others 
of  remonstrating  against  the 

resolution  of  December  21st,  1837.’ 

4.  The  fourth  thing  to  be  done  is  to  make 
the  state  legislature,  at  its  present  session,  speak 
the  same  language,  in  regard  to  the  resolution 
of  December  21st,  that  it  did,  at  its  last,  in  re- 
gard to  the  resolution  of  January  18lh — and 
spoa^it,  too,  in  the  ear  of  Congress.  There- 
fore circulate  and  sign  memorial  No.  2,  at 
once,  and  send  it  in  to  your  representatives  in 
the  State  Legislature,  without  delay. 

Men  and  women  of  Massachusetts,  the  work 
is  before  you— will  you  do  it?  Or  shall  your 
apathy  and  silence  doom  you  slaves  ? The 
answer  is  with  you. 

A.  A.  PHELPS, 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  the  Mass.  A.  S.  Society. 
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, . j nf  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 

chuseL-taveTearned  with  astonishment  and  alarm  that  your  honorable  body  did,  on  the 
21st  of  December  last,  adopt  a resolution  m the  words  following,  to  wit . 

ence,  or  printing,  and  that  no  further  act.on  whatever  shall  be  had  thereon. 

Your  memorialists  ‘ consider  this  resolution  a violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States— of  the  rmht  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  petition— and  of  the  right  of 
their  Representatives  to  freedom  of  speech as ; members i of  to 


of  authority,  at  once  dangerous  and  destructive  to  the 

“ortePP^KSan1  TO  THE  Bn  OF  THESE  UNITED°STATES  : They 
therefore  present  this  their  solemn  and  earnest  remonstrance  agamst 
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Citizens  of  Massachusetts — 

The  deed  is  done.  Below,  you  will  find  a 
resolution  adopted  by  the  House  of  .Represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States,  on  the  21st  of 
December,  inst.  That  tried  and  fearless  de- 
fender of  the  right  of  petition,  Hon.  J.  Q. 
Adams,  attempted  to  remonstrate  against  its 
adoption,  but  was  gagged  bzj  the  previous  ques- 
tion ! As  the  only  thing  he  could  do,  when 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  he  rose  in  his 
place,  and  amid  clamorous  cries  of  4 order,’  de- 
signed to  silence  him,  or  drown  his  voice,  he 
exclaimed,  I consider  this  resolution  a viola- 
tion oj  the  Constitution  oj  the  United  States — 
oj  the  right  oj  my  constituents  and  the  people 
oj  the  United  States  to  petitiozz — and  oj  my 
right  oj  Jreedozn  oj  speech  as  a \ member  oj  this 
Housed  It  was  to  no  purpose.  Slaveholding 
arrogance  and  dictation  demanded  it,  and  strait- 
way the  gag  is  applied,  the  right  of  petition 
virtually  denied,  the  Constitution  trampled  un- 
der foot,  and  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  con- 
temned. Will  you  stand  by  the  right  of  peti- 
tion ? Then  circulate  and  sign  the  annexed 
memorials. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  House 
of  Representatives  declared  by  solemn  vote, 
that  slaves  have  not  the  right  of  petition.  By 
the  resolution  of  December  21st,  this  body  vir- 
tually declares  that  YOU  have  not  this  right. 
Are  you  slaves  ? 

Again  this  resolution  is  almost  word  for 
word  the  infamous  resolution  of  January  last. 
That  resolution  came  immediately  before  the 
Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth,  then  in  ses- 
sion, for  its  consideration  and  action.  That 
tody,  by  a vote  of  378  to  16,  passed  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  : — 

Resolved,  That  tlie  resolution  above  named  isanassnmp* 
tion  of  power  and  authority  at  variance  with  the  spirit  and 
intent  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  injurious 
to  the  cause  of  freedom  and  free  institutions ; that  it  does 
violence  to  the  inherent,  absolute,  and  inalienable  rights  of 
man  j and  that  it  tends  essentially  to  impair  those  fundamen- 
tal pt  inciples  of  natural  justice  and  natural  law,  which  are 
antecedent  to  any  written  constitutions  of  government,  inde- 
pendent of  them  all,  and  essential  to  the  security  of  freedom 
in  a State. 

Resolved,  That  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress, in  maintaining  and  advocating  the  full  right  of  peti- 
tion, have  entitled  themselves  to  the  cordial  approbation  of 
the  people  of  this  Common  wealth.’ 

Nobly  spoken!  A voice,  worthy  the  free 
representatives  of  a free  people ! There  was 


hut  one  defect  in  it — it  was  not  1 spoken  upon 
the  house-tops.’  No  resolution  was  passed  di- 
recting the  Executive  to  Jorward  the  above  to 
Cozzgress.  Four  things,  then,  need  now  to  be. 
done  : 

1.  That  the  people  respond,  promptly,  uni- 
versally, boldly,  to  the  voice  of  their  represen- 
tatives— therefore  sign  the  memorials. 

2.  That  the  response  be  uttered  on  the  house- 
tops— in  the  ear  oj  Congress — therefore  sign 
memorial  No.  1. 

3.  That  the  response  break  on  the  ear  of  that 
body,  at  one  time,  as  a voice  of  thunder,  in  one 
startling  appeal.  Therefore,  circulate  and  sign 
the  memorials  at  once,  and  on  the  25th  of  Jan- 
uary, mail  them  for  Washington,  directed  to  J. 
Q.  Adams,  or  the  member  from  your  district. 
If  the  circulation  be  completed  sooner,  no  mat- 
ter: on  that  day , ?iot  beJorey  put  them  in  the- 
mail.  If  it  be  not  then  completed,  no  matter, 
send  what  you  have,  and  the  remainder  after- 
wards. 

N.  B.  Let  adults  only  sign  the  memorials. 
Let  ladies  and  gentlemen  sign  separate  memo- 
rials. Let  the  signatures  of  the  men  in  each 
place  be  all  united  in  one  memorial ; and  the- 
signatures  of  the  ladies  in  another.  Fold  each 
memorial,  and  on  the  back  of  it,  write,  in  large 
and  legible  characters,  the  name  of  the  first 
petitioner,  the  number  of  petitioners,  and  the 
place — thus — ‘Petition  of  A.  B.  and  others 
°f  remonstrating  against  the 

resolution  of  December  21st,  1837.’ 

4.  The  fourth  thing  to  be  done  is  to  make 
the  state  legislature,  at  its  present  session,  speak 
the  same  language,  in  regard  to  the  resolution 
of  December  21st,  that  it  did,  at  its  last,  in  re- 
gard to  the  resolution  of  January  18th — and 
speak  it.  too,  in  the  ear  oj  Cozzgress.  There- 
fore circulate  and  sign  memorial  No.  2,  at. 
once,  and  send  it  in  to  your  representatives  in 
the  State  Legislature,  without  delay. 

Men  and  women  of  Massachusetts,  the  work 
is  before  you— will  you  do  it?  Or  shall  your 
apathy  and  silence  doom  you  slaves  ? The? 
answer  is  with  you. 

A.  A.  PHELPS, 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Managers- 
of  the  Mass.  A.  S..  Society. 
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signed  to  silence  him,  or  drown  his  voice,  he 
exclaimed,  ‘ I consider  this  resolution  a viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States — 
of  the  right  of  my  constituents  and  the  people 
of  the  United  States  to  petition — and  of  my 
right  of  freedom  of  speech  as  a member  of  this 
Housed  It  was  to  no  purpose.  Slaveholding 
arrogance  and  dictation  demanded  it,  and  strait- 
way  the  gag  is  applied,  the  right  of  petition 
virtually  denied,  the  Constitution  trampled  un- 
der foot,  and  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  con- 
temned. Will  you  stand  by  the  right  of  peti- 
tion ? Then  circulate  and  sign  the  annexed 
memorials^ 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  House 
of  Representatives  declared  by  solemn  vote, 
that  slaves  have  not  the  right  of  petition.  By 
the  resolution  of  December  21st,  this  body  vir- 
tually declares  that  YOU  have  not  this  right. 
Are  you  slaves  ? 

Again — this  resolution  is  almost  word  for 
word  the  infamous  resolution  of  January  last. 
That  resolution  came  immediately  before  the 
Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth,  then  in  ses- 
sion, for  its  consideration  and  action.  That 
body,  by  a vote  of  378  to  16,  passed  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  : — 

‘ Resolved,  That  the  resolution  above  named  is  an  assump- 
tion of  power  and  authority  at  variance  with  the  spirit  and 
intent  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  injurious 
to  the  cause  of  freedom  and  free  institutions;  that  it  does 
violence  to  the  inherent,  absolute,  and  inalienable  rights  of 
man;  and  that  it  tends  essentially  to  impair  those  fundamen- 
tal principles  of  natural  justice  and  natural  law,  which  are 
antecedent  to  any  written  constitutions  of  government,  inde- 
pendent ot  them  all,  and  essential  to  the  security  of  freedom 
in  a State. 

Resolved,  That  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress, in  maintaining  and  advocating  the  full-right  of  peti- 
tion, have  entitled  themselves  to  the  cordial  approbation  of 
the  people  of  this  Commonwealth.’ 

Nobly  spoken  ! A voice,  worthy  the  free 
representatives  of  a free  people ! There  was 


memorial  i\o.  1. 

3.  That  the  response  break  on  the  ear  of  that 
body,  at  one  time,  as  a voice  of  thunder,  in  one 
startling  appeal.  Therefore,  circulate  apd  sign 
the  memorials  at  once,  and  on  the  25th  of  Jan- 
uary, mail  them  for  Washington,  directed  to  J. 
Q.  Adams,  or  the  member  from  your  district. 
If  the  circulation  be  completed  sooner,  no  mat- 
ter: on  that  day,  not  before , put  them  in  the 
mail.  If  it  be  not  then  completed,  no  matter, 
send  what  you  have,  and  the  remainder  after- 
wards. 

N.  B.  Let  adults  only  sign  the  memorials. 
Let  ladies  and  gentlemen  sign  separate  memo- 
rials. Let  the  signatures  of  the  men  in  each 
place  be  all  united  in  one  memorial ; and  the 
signatures  of  the  ladies  in  another.  Fold  each 
memorial,  and  on  the  back  of  it,  write,  in  large 
and  legible  characters,-  the  name  of  the  first 
petitioner,  the  number  of  petitioners,  and  the 
place — thus — ‘ Petition  of  A.  B.  and  others 
of  remonstrating  against  the 

resolution  of  December  21st,  1837.’ 

4.  The  fourth  thing  to  be  done  is  to  make 
the  state  legislature,  at  its  present  session,  speak 
the  same  language,  in  regard  to  the  resolution 
of  December  21st,  that  it  did,  at  its  last,  in  re- 
gard to  the  resolution  of  January  18th — and 
speak  it,  too,  in  the  ear  of  Congress.  There- 
fore circulate  and  sign  memorial  No.  2,  at 
once,  and  send  it  in  to  your  representatives  in 
the  State  Legislature,  without  delay. 

Men  and  women  of  Massachusetts,  the  work 
is  before  you — will  you  do  it?  Or  shall  your 
apathy  and  silence  doom  you  slaves  ? The 
answer  is  with  you. 

A.  A.  PHELPS, 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  the  Mass.  A.  S.  Society. 
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&o  tfje  pjouoraWe  tfj t Mousse  of  Mtpmentatftes  of  tlje  ^uttetr  states. 

The  undersigned  of  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 

chusetts, have  learned  with  astonishment  and  alarm,  that  your  honorable  body  did,  on  the 
21st  of  December  last,  adopt  a resolution  in  the  words  following,  to  wit  : 

< Resolved  That  all  memorials,  petitions,  and  papers,  touching  the  abolition  of  slavery,  or  the  buying,  selling,  or  trans- 
fer of  slaves ’in  any  State,  territory,  or  district  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  laid  on  the  table,  without  reading,  or  le  ei- 
ence,  or  printing,  and  that  no  further  action  whatever  shall  be  had  thereon. 

Your  memorialists  { consider  this  resolution  a violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States— of  the  right  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  petition— and  of  the  right  ot 
their  Representatives  to  freedom  of  speech  as  members  of  your  honorable  body  : ’ They 
further  regard  it  as  an  assumption  of  authority,  at  once  dangerous  and  destructive  to  the 
fundamental  principles  of  republican  government,  to  the  rights i of to  the  sover- 
eignty of  the  People,  and  TO  THE  UNION  OF  THESE  UNITED  STATES  : They 
therefore  present  this  their  solemn  and  earnest  remonstrance  against  said  resolution,  and  le- 
spectlully  ask  your  honorable  body  to  IMMEDIATELY  RESCIND  IT. 


Ko  the  p^onorahle  fyt  Senate  atttt  use 

of  2&epresentatt&ef$  of  piassacfmsetts- 

The  undersigned,  of  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 

have  learned  with  astonishment  and  alarm,  that  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  did,  on  the  21st  of  December  last,  adopt  a resolution  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

‘Resolved,  That  all  memorials,  petitions,  and  papers,  touching  the  abolition  of  slavery,  or  the  buying,  selling,  or  trans- 
fer of  slaves  in  any  State,  territory  or  district  of  the  U.  States,  shall  be  laid  on  the  table,  without  reading,  or  reference,  oi 
printing,  and  that  no  further  action  whatever  shall  be  had  thereon. 

Your  memorialists,  regarding  said  resolution  ns  a virtual  denial,  to  the  people,  of  the  right 
of  petition  for  a redress  of  grievances,  a violation  ol  the  true  intent  and  spirit  ol  the  1st 
Article  of  the  Amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates,  and  as  an  assumption 
of  authority,  at  war  with  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  republican  governfftent,  cesiruc- 
tive  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  an  insult  lo  their  sovereignty,  and  dangerous  to  the  Union 
of  these  States:  do,  therefore,  respectfully  and  earnestly  request  your  honorable  bodies  to 
PROTEST,  without  delay,  in  the  name  of  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THIS  COMMON- 
WEALTH, against  said  resolution,— and  to  invoke  the  House  of  Representatives  ot  the 
United  States  to  IMMEDIATELY  RESCIND  IT.  And  your  memorialists  further  ask 
that  a copy  of  said  protest  and  invocation  may  be  sent,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  each  ot  the 
Senators  and  Representatives  of  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress,  to  be  by  them  laid  before 
that  body. 
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&o  tfje  pjouora&le  tlj t ffiaunt  of  J&qpmetttattoes  of  tlje  aauttett  States. 

The  undersigned  of  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 

chusetts, have  learned  with  astonishment  and  alarm,  that  your  honorable  body  did,  on  the 
21st  of  December  last,  adopt  a resolution  in  the  words  following,  to  wit  : 

* Resolved,  That  all  memorials,  petitions,  and  papers,  touching  the  abolition  of  slavery,  or  the  buying,  selling,  or  trans- 
fer of  slaves  in  any  State,  territory,  or  district  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  laid  on  the  table,  without  reading,  or  refer- 
ence, or  printing,  and  that  no  further  action  whatever  shall  be  had  thereon.’ 

Your  memorialists  ‘ consider  this  resolution  a violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States — of  the  right  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  petition — and  of  the  right  of 
their  Representatives  to  freedom  of  speech  as  members  of  your  honorable  body  : ’ They 
further  regard  it  as  an  assumption  of  authority,  at  once  dangerous  and  destructive  to  the 
fundamental  principles  of  republican  government,  to  the  rights  of  minorities,  to  the  sover- 
eignty of  the  People,  and  TO  THE  UNION  OF  THESE  UNITED  STATES  : They 
therefore  present  this  their  solemn  and  earnest  remonstrance  against  said  resolution,  and  re- 
spectfully ask  your  honorable  body  to  IMMEDIATELY  RESCIND  IT. 

' * 


£o  tfje  p^ouoraWe  tlje  Senate  antr 

of  Beprmntattfeus  of  $i3aj^acfjusett£h 

The  undersigned,  of  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 

have  learned  with  astonishment  and  alarm,  that  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  did,  on  the  21st  of  December  last,  adopt  a resolution  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 


‘Resolved,  Tlialal!  memorials,  petitions,  and  papers,  touching  the  abolition  of  slavery,  or  the  buying,  selling,  or  trans- 
fer of  slaves  in  any  State,  territory  or  district  of  the  U.  States,  shall  be  laid  on  the  table,  without  reading,  or  reference,  or 
printing,  and  that  no  further  action  whatever  shall  be  had  thereon.’ 


Your  memorialists,  regarding  said  resolution  as  a virtual  denial  to  the  people  of  the  right 
of  petition  for  a redress  of  grievances,  a violation  of  the  true  intent  and  spirit  ol  the  1st 
Article  of  the  Amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  as  an  assumption 
of  authority,  at  war  with  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  republican  government,  destruc- 
tive of  the  rights  of  the  people,  an  insult  to  their  sovereignty,  and  dangerous  to  the  Union 
of  these  Slates:  do,  therefore,  respectfully  and  earnestly  request  your  honorable  bodies  to 
PROTEST,  without  delay,  in  the  name  of  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THIS  COMMON- 
WEALTH, against  said  resolution, — and  to  involve  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  to  IMMEDIATELY  RESCIND  IT.  And  your  memorialists  further  ask 
that  a copy  of  said  protest  and  invocation  may  be  sent.,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  each  of  the 
Senators  and  Representatives  of  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress,  to  be  by  them  laid  before 
that  body. 
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CIRCULAR. 


Citizens  of  Massachusetts — 

The  deed  is  done.  Below,  you  will  find  a 
resolution  adopted  by  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States,  on  the  21st  of 
December,  inst.  That  tried  and  fearless  de- 
fender of  the  right  of  petition,  Hon.  J.  Q. 
Adams,  attempted  to  remonstrate  against  its 
adoption,  but  was  gagged  by  the  'previous  ques- 
tion! As  the  only  thing  he  could  do,  when 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  he  rose  in  his 
place,  and  amid  clamorous  cries  of  ‘ order,’  de- 
signed to  silence  him,  or  drown  his  voice,  he 
exclaimed,  ‘ I consider  this  resolution  a viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States — 
of  the  right  of  my  constituents  and  the  people 
of  the  United  States  to  petition — and  of  my 
right  of  freedom  of  speech  as  a member  of  this 
Housed  It  was  to  no  purpose.  Slaveholding 
arrogance  and  dictation  demanded  it,  and  strait- 
way  the  gag  is  applied,  the  right  of  petition 
virtually  denied,  the  Constitution  trampled  un- 
der foot,  and  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  con- 
temned. Will  you  stand  by  the  right  of  peti- 
tion ? Then  circulate  and  sign  the  annexed 
memorials. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  House 
of  Representatives  declared  by  solemn  vote, 
that  slaves  have  not  the  right  of  petition.  By 
the  resolution  of  December  21st,  this  body  vir- 
tually declares  that  YOU  have  not  this  right. 
Are  you  slaves  ? 

Again — this  resolution  is  almost  word  for 
word  the  infamous  resolution  of  January  last. 
That  resolution  came  immediately  before  the 
Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth,  then  in  ses- 
sion, for  its  consideration  and  action.  That 
body,  by  a vote  of  378  to  16,  passed  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  : — 

* Resolved,  That  the  resolution  above  named  is  an  assump- 
tion of  power  and  authority  at  variance  with  the  spirit  and 
intent  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  injurious 
to  the  cause  of  freedom  and  free  institutions;  that  it  does 
violence  to  the  inherent,  absolute,  and  inalienable  rights  of 
man  ; and  that  it  tends  essentially  to  impair  those  fundamen- 
tal principles  of  natural  justice  and  natural  law,  which  are 
antecedent  to  any  written  constitutions  of  government,  inde- 
pendent ol  them  all,  and  essential  to  the  security  of  freedom 
in  a State. 

Resolved,  That  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress, in  maintaining  and  advocating  the  full  right  of  peti- 
tion, have  entitled  themselves  to  the  cordial  approbation  of 
the  people  of  this  Commonwealth.’ 

Nobly  spoken  ! A voice,  worthy  the  free 
representatives  of  a free  people ! There  was 


but  one  defect  in  it — it  was  not  ‘ spoken  upon 
the  house-tops.’  No  resolution  was  passed  di- 
recting the  Executive  to  forward  the  above  to 
Congress.  Four  things,  then,  need  now  to  be 
done  : 

1.  That  the  people  respond,  promptly,  uni- 
versally, boldly,  to  the  voice  of  their  represen- 
tatives— therefore  sign  the  memorials. 

2.  That  the  response  be  uttered  on  the  house- 
tops— in  the  ear  of  Congress — therefore  sign 
memorial  No.  1. 

3.  That  the  response  break  on  the  ear  of  that 
body,  at  one  time,  as  a voice  of  thunder,  in  one 
startling  appeal.  Therefore,  circulate  and  sign 
the  memorials  at  once,  and  on  the  25th  of  Jan- 
uary, mail  them  for  Washington,  directed  to  J. 
Q.  Adams,  or  the  member  from  your  district. 
If  the  circulation  be  completed  sooner,  no  mat- 
ter: on  that  day , not  before , put  them  in  the 
mail.  If  it  be  not  then  completed,  no  matter, 
send  what  you  have,  and  the  remainder  after- 
wards. 

N.  B.  Let  adults  only  sign  the  memorials. 
Let  ladies  and  gentlemen  sign  separate  memo- 
rials. Let  the  signatures  of  the  men  in  each 
place  be  all  united  in  one  memorial ; and  the 
signatures  of  the  ladies  in  another.  Fold  each 
memorial,  and  on  the  back  of  it,  write,  in  large 
and  legible  characters,  the  name  of  the  first 
petitioner,  the  number  of  petitioners,  and  the 
place — thus — ‘ Petition  of  A.  B.  and  others 
of  remonstrating  against  the 

resolution  of  December  21st,  1837.’ 

4.  The  fourth  thing  to  be  done  is  to  make 
the  state  legislature,  at  its  present  session,  speak 
the  same  language,  in  regard  to  the  resolution 
of  December  21st,  that  it  did,  at  its  last,  in  re- 
gard to  the  resolution  of  January  18th — and 
speak  it,  too,  in  the  ear  of  Congress.  There- 
fore circulate  and  sign  memorial  No.  2,  at 
once,  and  send  it  in  to  your  representatives  in 
the  State  Legislature,  without  delay. 

Men  and  women  of  Massachusetts,  the  work 
is  before  you — will  you  do  it?  Or  shall  your 
apathy  and  silence  doom  you  slaves  ? The 
answer  is  with  you. 

A.  A.  PHELPS, 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  the  Mass.  A.  S.  Society. 
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&t\  tfje  pjouotable  tfje  ffyou m of  of  t fje  aautteb  states. 

The  undersigned  of  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 

chusetts, have  learned  with  astonishment  and  alarm,  that,  your  honorable  body  did,  on  the 
21st  of  December  last,  adopt  a resolution  in  the  words  following,  to  wit  : 

« Resolved,  That  all  memorials,  petitions,  and  papers,  touching  the  abolition  of  slavery,  or  the  buying,  selling,  or  trans- 
fer of  slaves  in  any  State,  territory,  or  district  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  laid  on  the  table,  without  reading,  or  refer- 
ence, or  printing,  and  that  no  further  action  whatever  shall  be  had  thereon.’ 

Your  memorialists  c consider  this  resolution  a violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States — of  the  right  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  petition — and  of  the  right  of 
their  Representatives  to  freedom  of  speech  as  members  of  your  honorable  body  : 9 They 
further  regard  it  as  an  assumption  of  authority,  at  once  dangerous  and  destructive  to  the 
fundamental  principles  of  republican  government,  to  the  rights  of  minorities,  to  the  sover- 
eignty of  the  People,  and  TO  THE  UNION  OF  THESE  UNITED  STATES:  They 
therefore  present  this  their  solemn  anc[  earn e^UreTu^t ranee  against  said  resolution,  and  re- 
spectfully ask  your  honorable  body  to  IMMEDIATELY  RESCIND  IT. 


2To  tfje  honorable  tfje  Senate  a tits  p^ott  m 

of  Bepreseutattbess  of  fBassacfjusettau 

The  undersigned,  of  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 

have  learned  with  astonishment  and  alarm,  that  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  did,  on  the  21st  of  December  last,  adopt  a resolution  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

‘Resolved,  Thai  all  memorials,  petitions,  and  papers,  touching  the  abolition  of  slavery,  or  the  buying,  selling,  or  trans- 
fer of  slaves  in  any  State,  territory  or  district  of  the  U.  States,  shall  be  laid  on  the  table,  without  reading,  or  reference,  or 
printing,  and  that  no  further  action  whatever  shall  be  had  thereon.’ 

Your  memorialists,  regarding  said  resolution  as  a virtual  denial  to  the  people  of  the  right 
of  petition  for  a redress  of  grievances,  a violation  of  the  true  intent  and  spirit  of  the  1st 
Article  of  the  Amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  LTnited  States,  and  as  an  assumption 
of  authority,  at  war  with  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  republican  government,  destruc- 
tive of  the  rights  of  the  people,  an  insult  to  their  sovereignty,  and  dangerous  to  the  Union 
of  these  States : do,  therefore,  respectfully  and  earnestly  request  your  honorable  bodies  to 
PROTEST,  without  delay,  in  the  name  of  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THIS  COMMON- 
WEALTH, against  said  resolution, — and  to  invoke  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  to  IMMEDIATELY  RESCIND  IT.  And  your  memorialists  further  ask 
that  a copy  of  said  protest  and  invocation  may  be  sent,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  each  of  the 
Senators  and  Representatives  of  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress,  to  be  by  them  laid  before 
that  body. 
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